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\ 0 Tran '/a II Lyftis an important member of the Catholic Party of Viet Lam® ^ 

close associate of Jgo Dinh Diem, Ly is leader of the party in usntral Viet 
•jan while Diem is in Saigon® Tran Van Ly is also a member of the front 
d* Union Rationale, the strongest political party in Central Viet jam. This 
party is compos id of almost oil the former uandurxns and prominent Vietnamese 
of line* I.Iembers of the party include Le Thanh Canh, chief of the Boo Dai 
cabinet in IJorth Viet jam, and jguyen Khoa Toan, formerly Fillister of 
national education and Minister of Information* Toan has recently been 
appointed Vietnamese ..ambassador to Thailand* 

2,, Tran Van Ly was president of the ^doinistrative Committee of Hue from 19L7 
to June 191*3, when Pham Van Giao returned to Indochina from Hong Kongo 
although an energetic and patriotic governor , Ly lacked administrative 
ability, and his antagonism of French officials created difficulties for 
the Vietnamese residents of his province* 

3„ vjhan Pham Van Giro returned to become Governor of Central Viet baa, Ly and 
his group refused to cooperate with Giao« in spite of the discontent of 
the population and of the various political factions, Giao succeeded in 
winning over or buying the support ox the most important political xigures 
in Central Viet dan. Giao also has the support of llguyen Hgoc Le, chief 
of the army of Central Viet bam, and consequently of the troops themselves* 
Giao displayed his political adroitness in creating a large and strong 
army group* uis success in this undertaking, in which former governors 
had failed, won him the support of the people. 

Lo In an attempt to remove Giao from power, Tran Van Ly enlisted tho help of 
the Queen bother in an appeal to Bao Dai* The Queen bother threatened ^ to 
leave Hue at once if Bao Dai did not replace Giao with Ly® ihis plan lailea, 
however, becau.se Giao had the support of the French, as wall as some 
financial hold over Bao Daio .D'ter coning "to power, Giao secured a monopoly 
on the markets of Central Viet bam through jguyen Huu Thi® Tlii is almost 
the sole supplier of all products coming into Hue, especially rice and 
cloth* Tho profits from this monopoly, amounting to hundreds of millions 
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yi » »,.r; divided betjeou Giao an:; fhi aua mao )ui<> Since a large 

of this money has boon used to strengthen the treasury of the monarchist 
: ; i • ;,y f Boo B a i has had to rocojriiso Qiao as a major contributor toward his 

• Warn to power * 

in order be pacify Tran Van Ly, Bao Dai. proposed Ly for the post of Minister 
o C • "ijiorit1.es in ^nyust l?i: zh -ty rut lira'll ; erased ooct/, rocoj^nii'j xn^ 
the political strategy behind the nomination* Ly will become Governor of 
Bo rural Vj.ct dan only if Giao is appointed to a higher post* The rivalry 
be Ween the Wo is such that if Ly .lore to receive a more important position, 
Jiio v/ou Id immediately leave the c.:- entry for francs, where his wife and 
Kvi are living* Giao has converted most of Iris money into francs, and 
an a result, most of his eroportp is also In Prance* 
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